
Don’t Just Collect Logs — Deploy a SIEM That Detects and Stops Real Threats

Choosing a SIEM isn’t about ticking boxes on a feature list. It’s about finding a platform that empowers your 
team to detect threats faster, respond decisively, and manage security without drowning in noise.

This checklist will guide you through what truly matters when evaluating SIEM vendors in 2025.

1. Comprehensive Log Management

Check For:

Logs scattered across systems create blind spots. A modern SIEM must centralize, parse, and enrich data from 
every critical source.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Connects to over 350 event sources and enriches data instantly with patented parsing technology, ready for 
immediate threat analysis.

Centralized collection across infrastructure, cloud, and SaaS

Compatibility with AWS, Azure, Office 365, Salesforce

Enrichment and parsing at capture to speed up analysis

2. Real-Time Threat Detection & Lower Dwell Time

Check For:

Dwell time costs money and damages reputation. Real-time threat detection cuts the window for attackers to 
do harm.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Combines enriched log data with analytics to detect and flag threats early, before they escalate.

Instant access to logs and events across environments

Correlation to detect threats that hide in plain sight

Proven ability to shorten attacker dwell time

3. Integrated Threat Intelligence

Check For:

Context is everything. Threat intelligence enriches raw logs, so real threats stand out and noise drops away.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Adds live threat intelligence to log data, cutting alert fatigue and helping analysts prioritize
high-risk incidents.

Integration with multiple threat intelligence feeds

Contextual enrichment for alerts and events

Tools that cut false positives and help focus on true risks
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4. Flexible Deployment

Modern IT is hybrid. A rigid SIEM doesn’t keep pace with mixed on-prem, virtual, and multi-cloud 
environments.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Adapts easily to any mix of cloud or on-prem setups, maintaining visibility everywhere data lives.

Check For:
Support for on-premises, virtual, hybrid, and public cloud

Centralized monitoring across complex environments

Scalability without performance trade-offs

6. Usability and Management

A SIEM buried in complexity slows analysts down. Teams need clear dashboards, intuitive controls, and fast 
searches.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Presents clear, organized data views with advanced search that helps teams find answers fast.

Check For:
Dashboards that are simple to customize

Fast search and pivot tools

Role-based access controls to protect sensitive data

7. Scalability and Performance

Log volume keeps growing. A modern SIEM must handle scale without slowing detection and investigation.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Patented indexing keeps searches fast and analysis responsive, no matter the data load.

Check For:
Fast, efficient data ingestion

Horizontal scalability for data spikes

High availability with minimal downtime

5. Compliance and Reporting

Audits and regulatory demands grow every year. SIEM platforms should make compliance easier, not harder.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Provides prebuilt compliance templates and flexible reporting to reduce audit effort and maintain readiness.

Check For:
Templates for PCI DSS, HIPAA, SOX, NERC, and more

Custom reporting and export options

Secure retention and audit-ready log storage



8. Automated Response

Manual responses are slow. Automation ensures threats are contained quickly and consistently.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Triggers automated actions and workflows so teams can contain threats before they spread.

Check For:
Playbooks for automated containment and remediation

SOAR integration to streamline workflows

Custom actions aligned with internal processes

10. Vendor Support and Track Record

Reliable support ensures maximum ROI. Proven vendors back great technology with expertise and 
long-term improvements.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Combines proven global expertise with enterprise-scale deployments trusted by industry leaders.

Check For:
24/7 expert support

Proven success with large, complex deployments

Clear roadmap with continuous improvements

9. Integration and Compatibility

Security works best when tools talk to each other. A SIEM must fit well with other security technologies.

How NetWitness Delivers:
Connects smoothly with other security tools to build a unified detection and response ecosystem.

Check For:
Open APIs for integration

Support for EDR, NDR, IAM, and cloud security platforms

Protocol support for Syslog, ODBC, SFTP, FTPS, SCP, and more

A true SIEM investment goes beyond collecting logs — it delivers real-time visibility, smarter detection, and 
clear value for the teams who rely on it daily.

NetWitness SIEM checks every box.
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